Resources for helping establish a U.S.

National Human Rights Institution (NHRI)
The United States is among the only democratic states yet to follow international commitments
and guidelines calling for the creation of a national institution to coordinate and guide human
rights implementation. Allies, UN member peers, and UN expert panels have repeatedly called
on the U.S. government to create an NHRI, as has a growing chorus of civil society organizations.
There are new possibilities to make progress toward this important goal under the Biden
administration.

Establishing a National Human Rights Institution in the United States: A Special Report of the
International Justice Clinic, UC Irvine School of Law,
https://bpb-us-e2.wpmucdn.com/sites.uci.edu/dist/2/4290/files/2022/12/Establishing-an-
American-NHRI-December-2022.pdf

Civil Society letter to Susan Rice, December 15, 2022,
https://www.splcenter.org/sites/default/files/nhri-presidential-commission-letter.pdf

Letter from Members of Congress to President Biden, March 27, 2023,
https://www.splcenter.org/sites/default/files/quill-letter-to-president-biden-nhri.pdf

SPLC: Safeguarding Democracy: US Should Establish a National Human Rights Institution,
https://www.splcenter.org/news/2023/04/06/us-should-establish-national-human-rights-
institution

SPLC: Send a message to the White House calling for the establishment of a presidential
commission to make recommendations for the creation of a national human rights institution,
https://action.splcenter.org/a/call-white-house-action-human-rights?emci=877d95d4-f4c4-
ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=83f42e26-06d4-ed11-8e8b-00224832eb73&ceid=866720

ACLU Press Release: Members of Congress Join Rights Groups in Urging White House to Study
Creating National Human Rights Institution, https://www.aclu.org/press-releases/members-of-
congress-join-rights-groups-in-urging-white-house-to-study-creating-national-human-rights-
institution

ACLU Petition: Bring Human Rights Home with a National Human Rights Institution,
https://action.aclu.org/petition/bring-human-rights-home-national-human-rights-institution
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