
Bringing Human Rights Home 
Protecting People & 

Advancing Dignity Economies
Human Rights Responses to COVID-19 

UPR Cities Webinar Monday May 11, 2020

Website: http://humanrightscities.us USHRN UPR Task Force: https://www.upr2020.org/
Email: uprcities@humanrightscities.mayfirst.org 

Welcome to our webinar! We’ll begin soon. 
Please mute your microphones and cameras.

http://humanrightscities.us/
https://www.upr2020.org/


Universal Periodic Review
UPR Cities Project

Organizers in communities across the United
States are mobilizing local consultations to assess
the state of human rights in their communities.
We are identifying both achievements and pitfalls
& generating and promoting recommendations
for strengthening human rights protections in the
United States, working at both local and national
levels.

http://wiki.humanrightscities.mayfirst.org/index.php?title=UPR_Cities_Project


Human Rights & Covid 19: 
It’s Time to Clamor!

U.S. Civil Society Virtual Briefing: 
Universal Periodic Review of the United 

States
to UN Geneva Missions April 15, 2020

Click to view agenda
Click to view full presentation slides

Click to view briefing recording

https://www.upr2020.org/post/april-15-civil-society-briefing-to-un-missions-documents
https://2eb10dad-2dc6-4e35-8204-bfad7e9ec875.usrfiles.com/ugd/2eb10d_5b8297c8a43e43f9978f8bde5a038c39.pdf
https://2eb10dad-2dc6-4e35-8204-bfad7e9ec875.usrfiles.com/ugd/2eb10d_aa40ead93e434a0ba7c50c364dcbab6d.pdf
https://vimeo.com/408128920


UPR Cities USA-“The 3 Cs": 
Steps for organizing local UPR Cities & Communities

1) Collect local testimony about human rights.

2) Compile summary reports of local human rights
conditions. Name key problems/challenges as well as
positives/progress. Use this to report to local officials and
press for local responses.

3) Clamor! Publicize the final UPR report and press local
governments to implement recommendations. (September
2020)

http://wiki.humanrightscities.mayfirst.org/index.php?title=UPR_Cities_Project


The UPR Process Domestic 
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and Reporting 
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Country 
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*We are here

Local: Collect local human rights 
accounts & analysis
Compile UN UPR reports (Oct. 3)

Local: Collect and 
compile local human 
rights reports. 

Clamor: Educate 
community members 
and local officials about 
UN processes and local 
conditions.

GLOBAL:  UPR Lobbying

Local: Clamor: 
Use UPR Report 
to Educate public 
and local officials

Winter 2020 through
Fall 2020

Winter 2021-Onward

Postponed: Winter 2021?

“Keep Clamoring!”

“Clamor some more!”



US Human Rights Cities Alliance 
Report to the United Nations UPR 

The Growth of Corporate Influence in Sub-National 
Political and Legal Institutions Undermines U.S. 

Compliance with International Human Rights 
Obligations

Report summary: Corporate Influence Threatens Human Rights in Communities Nationwide National network of cities files 
report to UN Human Rights body on corporate power and local human rights challenges. Common Dreams October 28, 2019.

http://wiki.humanrightscities.mayfirst.org/images/4/49/UPR_US_Cities_Stakeholder_Report_2019_Final_Submission_with_summary.pdf
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2019/10/28/corporate-influence-threatens-human-rights-communities-nationwide
https://www.commondreams.org/


Overview of National Stakeholder Report

Key areas where corporate influence affects human rights

• Local democracy
• Affordable housing

• Privatization and right to water
• Militarism and gun violence

• Environment and health
• Racial equity



Other Cities UPR Reports & Action Plans*
• City of New Orleans highlights racial discrimination, 

environmental justice, and housing & economic justice.
• Racial inequity at the core of human rights challenges in 

Pittsburgh
• Washington DC cites lack of statehood and voting rights, 

entrenched inequality, and affordable housing
• Southern Mayors’ Human Rights Agenda*
• American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) highlights 

housing, criminal punishment system, immigrant rights and 
racial inequities

http://wiki.humanrightscities.mayfirst.org/images/5/54/UPR_Stakeholder_Report_-_New_Orleans_-_9-25_%28002%29.pdf
http://wiki.pghrights.mayfirst.org/images/8/85/UPR_Pittsburgh_Stakeholder_Report_With_Exec_Summary.pdf
http://wiki.humanrightscities.mayfirst.org/images/6/61/DC_UPR_Report_2019.pdf
https://www.theroot.com/southern-mayors-the-south-has-something-to-say-about-t-1839323403
http://wiki.humanrightscities.mayfirst.org/images/7/7c/AFSC_-_UPR_Stakeholder_Report_-_United_States_of_America_2019.pdf


Recommendations: 

• Enhance the U.S. National Action Plan (NAP) on Responsible Business Conduct to 
comply with the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights

• promote and implement national legislation and international mechanisms on 
corporations, including the Draft treaty to regulate the activities of transnational 
corporations & other business enterprises;

• Advance/Pass national legislation: “Corporate Human Rights Risk Assessment, 
Prevention, and Mitigation Act of 2019,”

• Link federal funding to local and municipal policies that ensure and protect 
residents’ rights to be consulted about economic developments that impact their 
communities.

• Ensure that cities are provided the resources they need: Shift spending priorities 
away from militarism and towards greater support for human needs 

https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/un-guiding-principles
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/zero-draft-summary
https://financialservices.house.gov/uploadedfiles/bills-116pih-corphuman.pdf


Recommendations (Continued): 

• Strengthen U.S. participation in all international human rights treaties 
and establish a national human rights commission (Paris principles) 

• Include division to monitor the human rights of people of African 
descent

• Ensure accountability for police violence against people of African 
descent: by improving reporting, independent investigations and 
enforcement

• Pass H.R. 40 — the Commission to Study Reparation Proposals for 
African-Americans Act



Bringing Human 
Rights Home 
Contact us: uprcities@humanrightscities.mayfirst.org

mailto:uprcities@humanrightscities.mayfirst.org


Human Rights Resources
Knowledge &  Advocacy Tools

• Health is a Human Right!: Click here for resources on how human rights principles and 
international law relate to today's work to respond to the Coronavirus pandemic. Human 
rights protections can both improve our capacities for managing this crisis while helping 
prevent future crises like that we're seeing today.

• Human Rights & Covid 19: U.S. Civil Society Briefing to Geneva Missions April 15, 2020
• People Centered Human Rights: May 1st General Strike: Claiming People(s)-Centered 

Human Rights for the Working Class Ajamu Baraka Black Agenda Report 29 April 2020
• People(s)-Centered Human Rights (PCHR) are those non-oppressive rights that reflect the 

highest commitment to universal human dignity and social justice that individuals and 
collectives define and secure for themselves through social struggle.

• From Essential Workers to Essential Needs Recorded Webinar: Partners for Dignity and 
Rights, (April 30, 2020)

http://wiki.pghrights.mayfirst.org/index.php?title=Health_is_a_Human_Right
https://www.upr2020.org/post/april-15-civil-society-briefing-to-un-missions-documents
https://www.blackagendareport.com/may-1st-general-strike-claiming-peoples-centered-human-rights-working-class
https://www.blackagendareport.com/malcolm_X_and_human_rights
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2I5ddr6UIQQ&eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=b7b297b5-8b66-42b1-8627-a352985023a3


Human Rights Resources
Knowledge &  Advocacy Tools (continued)

• Universal Periodic Review Task Force - Letter to the U.S. State Department Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for Human Rights on U.S. human rights obligations and 
important guidance from the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
in regard to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• human rights organizations in signing this letter to the President of the United 
Nations Human Rights Council, urging her to “ensure that the rights of people 
who are living in poverty, and of people experiencing homelessness, are explicitly 
referenced in the draft Human Rights Council resolution on the human rights 
implications of the COVID-19 crisis.”

• On April 22, 2020, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and 
human rights issued a statement warning that many States’ responses to COVID-
19 have had devastating effects on people living in poverty.

• On March 24, 2020, the Chairpersons of the ten U.N. Treaty Bodies called on 
States “to adopt measures to protect the rights to life and health, and to ensure 
access to health care to all who need it, without discrimination.”

https://www.upr2020.org/
https://2eb10dad-2dc6-4e35-8204-bfad7e9ec875.usrfiles.com/ugd/2eb10d_0539bfc959cd4bfc991113943546eff1.pdf?emci=a66e44af-cb88-ea11-86e9-00155d03b5dd&emdi=cd55d06e-cc88-ea11-86e9-00155d03b5dd&ceid=7966038
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/COVID19Guidance.aspx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fszinAgdaMF300iOLYlXYF_wISkZQB5Rsta93NjrQ10/edit?emci=094b975c-7b89-ea11-86e9-00155d03b5dd&emdi=0b739731-7c89-ea11-86e9-00155d03b5dd&ceid=6023739
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1MSaAMCPgAd2ZBX-g2hecI91ZdKDq9zz8
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25815&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25742&LangID=E
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