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Human Rights Cities:
A Global Movement

* Global South- “Right to the City”

« Slum dwellers and displaced rural residents at the frontlines

« Europe: Promoting Social Europe vs. Market Integration

 Human Rights Cities Movement- United Nations/Global

* Led by
 First “Human Rights City”: 1997
* First US Human Rights City:
, Gwangju-S. Korea (since 2007)

— Wikipedia Site


https://www.uclg-cisdp.org/en/right-to-the-city/european-charter
https://www.eccar.info/
https://pdhre.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_q6MsX0SpSQ
http://www.whrcf.org/E_index.php
http://www.whrcf.org/E_index.php
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=6&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjnwvmMt8jhAhXkzVkKHRVWAKoQFjAFegQIBBAB&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_Rights_City&usg=AOvVaw0LvX--n8xpc2a8PrrbzF17

Human Rights Cities Defined

A Human Rights City is a municipality that refers explicitly to
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other
international human rights standards and/or law in their
policies, statements, and programs.

 "both a local community and a socio-political process ...
where human rights play a key role as fundamental values and
guiding principles.” ( , Gwangju)

* People-Centered Human Rights (Human Rights Cities
)


http://www.whrcf.org/E_index.php
http://wiki.pghrights.mayfirst.org/images/6/6a/Human_Rights_City_Principles_October_2017.pdf

Growth of Human Rights Cities

Formally Declared* Human Rights Cities in N. America

(2003) (2011)
(2003) (2011)
(2011)
United States (2012)
(2008) (2014)
(2009)

*This is a more restricted list—many “human rights” cities have incorporated human rights
principles in local legislation or adopted international treaty commitments such as CEDAW, CRC

Source:


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmonton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winnipeg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington,_D.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carrboro,_North_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chapel_Hill,_North_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richmond,_CA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugene,_Oregon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pittsburgh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seattle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jackson,_Mississippi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edina,_Minnesota
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mountain_View,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_Rights_City

Why a Global Human Rights Movement?

As long as you call it “civil
rights” your only allies can be
the people in the next
community, many of whom
are responsible for your
grievance. But when you call
it “human rights” ... you can
take your troubles to the
World Court.... And anybody
anywhere on this earth can
become your ally.

--Malcolm X



Bringing voices from US cities & communities
to the United Nations Review

-“The 3 Cs"

1 ) Collect iocal testimony about human rights.

2) Compile summary reports of local human rights
conditions & recommendations for change.

3)Clamor! Publicize UPR reports and press local
governments to implement recommendations.


http://wiki.humanrightscities.mayfirst.org/index.php?title=UPR_Cities_Project

UN Human Rights Instruments vs.
Structural Racism

1951
(CERD) (1969) [US: 1994]
2001
- on People of African Descent
2013
2015-2024

Expert Working Group on People of African Descent 2016


https://www.blackpast.org/global-african-history/primary-documents-global-african-history/we-charge-genocide-historic-petition-united-nations-relief-crime-united-states-government-against/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cerd.aspx
https://www.un.org/WCAR/durban.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Racism/WGAfricanDescent/Pages/WGEPADIndex.aspx
http://caricomreparations.org/caricom/caricoms-10-point-reparation-plan/
https://www.un.org/en/events/africandescentdecade/
https://daccess-ods.un.org/TMP/4325841.36724472.html

Power and those in control
concede nothing...without a
demand.... Each and every
one of us must keep
demanding, must keep
fighting, must keep
thundering, must keep
plowing, must keep on
keeping things struggling,
must speak out and speak up
until justice is served because
where there is no justice
there is no peace.

—Frederick Douglass




Treaty Bodies

The United States has ratified the following international
human rights treaties, which makes the US government
subject to periodic reviews of its performance.

* International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination (CERD)

 International Covenant on Civil and Political Human
Rights (ICCPR)

« Convention Against Torture (CAT)


https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/Pages/TreatyBodies.aspx

International Convention on the Elimination

of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
(CERD)

*These reports provide a baseline of the most recent set of recommendations made by treaty review
committees to the US government. We can draw from these recommendations in assessing local human
rights practices and the extent to which they reflect these recommendations.


http://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=6QkG1d%2fPPRiCAqhKb7yhspzOl9YwTXeABruAM8pBAK1Q%2fDZ6XAqlyobgts1zwlHPkQhsSqMrVxuS6brQbHYpDYGXBUCX1bgRtTg3HaweAr5PBs9soaesD5KdByekI9OS
http://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=6QkG1d%2fPPRiCAqhKb7yhssyNNtgI51ma08CMa6o7BglRUxSxOzNFe0nIlIF2oNHnUe%2baDGj4EdVWqeovFV%2bCvEZ1Yr0uSpC1bzs88koNz86mNkGpXFAwo0gCiIJCPYlp
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=INT%2fCERD%2fGEC%2f7503&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CERD/Shared%20Documents/1_Global/INT_CERD_GEC_7497_E.doc
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CERD/Shared%20Documents/1_Global/INT_CERD_GEC_7485_E.doc

Treaty Bodies (cont.)

* International Covenant on Civil and Political Human Rights

° *

(para. 44)

« Convention Against Torture

 Link to “Torture in the
Homeland” with Chicago Police case

*These reports provide a baseline of the most recent set of recommendations made by treaty
review committees to the US government. We can draw from these recommendations in
assessing local human rights practices and the extent to which they reflect these

recommendations.


http://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=6QkG1d%2fPPRiCAqhKb7yhsijKy20sgGcLSyqccX0g1nnMFNOUOQBx7X%2bI55yhIwlkDk6CF0OAdiqu2L8SNxDB4%2bVRPkf5gZFbTQO3y9dLrUeUaTbS0RrNO7VHzbyxGDJ%2f
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2fGC%2f36&Lang=en
http://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=6QkG1d%2fPPRiCAqhKb7yhsuLMmIdNURtE47fFHU%2bcDW3YqC%2f3zHkM7HdrMe8Ha0T3LrxFZw2DBuPPjJtmrR1GUBC%2fjzvD8gcT%2fCPPgMygXRPGjD4yWY90dyGDoPyZiQO4
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CAT/Shared%20Documents/USA/INT_CAT_CSS_USA_18614_E.pdf

Other international mechanisms for use by
Human Rights Cities

* Intergovernmental Working group on the Effective implementation and
Follow-up to the Durban declaration and Programme of Action


https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/722001/files/A_HRC_19_77-EN.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/afro-descendants/default.asp
https://www.un.org/en/events/africandescentdecade/
https://www.un.org/en/events/africandescentdecade/assets/pdf/PreventRacialProfiling-EN.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/events/africandescentdecade/assets/pdf/Women%20and%20Girls%20of%20African%20Descent%20WEB.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/events/africandescentdecade/publications.shtml

United Nations Special Rapporteurs &
Expert Working Groups

« Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination,
xenophobia and related intolerance (Est. 1993)

» Report on the UN Special Rapporteur’s visit to US ( , 2009)
« Xenophobia: Its conceptualization, trends and manifestations ( ; 2016)

« UN Expert Working Group on People of African Descent
» Report on the WG People of African Descent’s visit to the US ( , 2016)
. (2016)
(2016)

« UN Special Rapporteur on minority issues
. — UN rights experts

— UN rights
experts


https://uhri.ohchr.org/document/index/13C2E7ED-907D-45DA-AE68-60F7456EA495
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/32/50
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24875&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24401&LangID=E
https://uhri.ohchr.org/document/index/979C4D17-7E98-45CE-9C2D-ADA45A78CD19
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/USAneedstocombatimpunityforhumanrightsviolations.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/HumanRightsExpertsInUSA.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15384&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/FactSheet27en.pdf

United Nations Special Rapporteurs &
Expert Working Groups (cont.)

Special Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty (1998)

« Report on the UN Special Rapporteur’s visit to US ( , 2018)
« Special Rapporteur on the Right to Adequate Housing (2000)
« Report on the UN Special Rapporteur’s visit to US ( , 2010)
(2017)
(2014)
« Working Group on the issue of discrimination against women in law and in practice
* Report on the UN WG’s visit to the US ( , 2016)

Special Rapporteur on the right to education
« Report on UN Special Rapporteur’s visit to the US ( , 2006)

Guide for advocates


http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/38/33/Add.1
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G10/107/39/PDF/G1010739.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G17/009/56/PDF/G1700956.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15188&LangID=E
https://uhri.ohchr.org/document/index/C5D4459B-56B3-4A46-9387-906586D58376
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23941&LangID=E
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G02/101/52/PDF/G0210152.pdf?OpenElement
https://web.law.columbia.edu/sites/default/files/microsites/human-rights-institute/files/special_rapporteurs_report_final.pdf

Sample recommendations from

 “Prohibit that federal authorities undertake racial profiles, and investigate the
disproportionate use of lethal force against coloured people by state and local
police” [supported™

» Take necessary measures to combat discriminatory practices against women
and migrant workers in the labour market” [supported]

« Strengthen human rights education programmes and training for all civil
servants, particularly for law enforcement and immigration officers, and
combat impunity concerning abuses against defenceless persons [supported]

* According to Resolution 5/1, the State Under Review can either ‘support’ or ‘note’ a
recommendation. States cannot “reject’” recommendations but can provide comments on “noted”
recommendations, including explanations on why they do not support said recommendations.


https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G15/159/71/PDF/G1515971.pdf?OpenElement

Sample recommendations from
(cont.)

« “Undertake measures to combat racial discrimination, including adoption of
a National Action Plan to Combat Racial Discrimination as recommended
by the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination™ [noted]

« “Take further measures to eliminate racial discrimination in all of its forms
and manifestations, in particular, by prohibiting the practice of race
profiling in law enforcement, as recommended by the United Nations treaty
bodies” [supported]

» “Prohibit racial discrimination and racist hate speech, as well as broaden
the protection afforded by law” [noted]


https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G15/159/71/PDF/G1515971.pdf?OpenElement

When crafting local reports, activists can
draw from prior UPR reports:

Civil Society/Stakeholder Reports


https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/USIndex.aspx
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G15/159/71/PDF/G1515971.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G11/100/69/PDF/G1110069.pdf?OpenElement
https://ushrnetwork.org/uploads/Resources/2015-05-08_ushrn_upr_usa_advocacy_docs_compilation.pdf
https://www.prrac.org/pdf/USHRN_Overarching_UPR_Report.pdf
https://lib.ohchr.org/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/session9/US/USHRN_UPR_USA_S09_2010_Annex18_Race%20and%20Health%20Joint%20Report%20USA.pdf
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